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The Sources of Our Technical Papers 

I N THE COURSE of  summariz ing 
the technical p rogram of the 

1961 Fal l  Meeting in Chicago, the 
wri ter  was s t ruck by the pauci ty  
of papers  f rom industr ial  labora- 
tories. I t  was noted that,  whereas 
42% of the papers  reported work 
done at govermnent  laboratories, 
chiefly the regional research units 
of the U. S. Depar tment  of Agri-  
culture, and 31% of the papers  
were presented by members of aca- 
demic institutions, only 27% of 
the papers  were reports  from in- 
dustr ial  or commercial laboratories. 
A cursory review of some of the 
technical programs of previous na- 
tional meetings of the Soeiety dur- 
ing the last nine years confirmed 
the wr i t e r ' s  recollections that  pa- 
pers f rom industrial  laboratorie.s 
had, in the past, outnumbered pa- 
pers f rom other sources. The re- 
suits of this brief investigation are 
shown graphical ly  in the d iagram 
below. 

Admit tedly,  the data are not 
complete, for only programs im- 
mediately at hand were scanned. 
Fu r the r  informat ion would prob- 
ably reveal addit ional fluctuations 
similar to the periodic variat ions 
evidenced in the middle of the di- 
agram. Despite the gaps, the data 
indicate the development of a deft- 
nite t rend dur ing  the past year  
or two. Whereas papers  from in- 
dustr ial  laboratories had averaged 
about 45% of those presented at 
A.O.C.S. meetings prior  to 1960, 
they comprised only about 26% of 
those given at the last three meet- 
ings. Offsetting this decrease, pa- 
pers f rom government  laboratories 
have increased f rom an average of 
about 3 5 %  of those reported in 
the past  to about 46% in recent 
times. Likewise, the percentage of 
papers  f rom aeadenfie institutions 
has risen f rom an average of 20% 
to over 27%. Thus, al though in- 
dus t ry  had, in the past, been the 
source of almost half  the papers  
given at our  meetings, it is the gov- 
ernment  laboratories which have 
recently presented the preponder-  
ance of papers,  and indus t ry  is 
now represented by barely more 
than one quar ter  of the papers. 

This t rend is emphasized even 
more clearly by consideration of 
the actual  numbers  of papers  pre- 
sented at our national meetings. 
For  many  years, about 50 60 pa- 

pers have been presented at each 
spring meeting, whereas the fall 
m e e t i n g s  have  a v e r a g e d  in the  
neighborhood of 70 papers. It has 
generally been assumed that this 
distr ibution was at t r ibutable  to the 
fact that  the Society 's  constitution 
specifically designates the spr ing 
m e e t i n g s  as the o f f i c i a l  a n n u a l  
business meetings, whereas the fall 
meetings have t radi t ional ly  been 
more  s t r i ( . t ly  t e c h n i c a l  a f f a i r s .  
However,  for  reasons which ape 
not yet evident, the distribution of 
papers was completely reversed in 
1961. The spring meeting in St. 
l~ouis, even with the customary 
business sessions, managed to at- 
tract  75 papers,  an all-time high 
for any A.O.C.8. meeting since 
World W a r  1I, while the recent 
session in Chicago hit an all-time 
low (51 papers)  for fall meetings. 

In the face of recent divergences 
from the previous pat tern,  papers  
f rom academic institutions have 
consistently averaged 16 _+ 3 per 
nleeting dur ing the entire period 
under  consideration, despite the 
fact  that  they represent  an increas- 
ing proport ion of the total papers. 
At  the same tilne, papers  from 
government  laboratories have, with 
one exeel)tion, averaged 25 _+ 4. 
Pr ior  to 1960, papers  f rom indus- 
t ry  had averaged 30 ± 4, but at 
the t h r ee  most  recent  mee t i ngs  

only 17, 17, and 14, respectively, 
were presented f rom this source. 
In comparison, academic restitu- 
tions presented 15, 19, and 16, and 
government  laboratories reported 
27, 39, and 21, respectively, at 
these meetings. 

A r a n d o m  spo t -check  of the 
Journa l  indicates that  a similar 
t rend has developed among the 
published papers,  thereby elimi- 
nating the possibility that certain 
groups might prefer  to publish 
p a p e r s  d i r e c t l y  in the J o u r n a l  
without previous presentation at 
meetings. I t  is quite evident that 
industrial  laboratories, as a group, 
have definitely reduced their  out- 
put  of technical papers  submit ted 
to the A.O.C.S. Whether  they are 
publishing more papers elsewhere 
is beyond the scope of this article. 
In view of the relatively large 
immber of eonnnercial organiza- 
tions which comprise the fat  and 
oil industry,  it would seem that  
the 14 papers  presented f rom 12 
industr ial  laboratories at the re- 
cent Chicago meeting represents a 
pi t i ful ly poor bat t ing  average. 

This si tuation is a mat te r  of 
grave concern to the Governing 
Board and to many  of our stand- 
ing committees. The process of 
s t r iving to promote the profes- 
sional s ta ture  and the scientific 
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image o£ the Society requires the reconciliation of nmner- 
ous conflicting interests between our more academically 
minded members engaged in research and our more prac- 
tical members involved in commercial production. 

The National Program and Planning Committee was 
reorganized to insure that all phases of the fat  and oil 
industry are accorded equal opportunity of representation 
at our national meetings, yet certain groups fail to take 
advantage of this opportunity. The Education Committee 
has been actively encouraging academic institutions to di- 
rect the attention of their students to the problems of our 
industry, yet the Fa t ty  Acid Award which was offered for 
a time in recognition of the best graduate research work 
in that area each year finally had to be abandoned for lack 
of interest. The Journal Committee, aware of the fact that 
the Journal has attained a world-wide reputation as the 
authoritative publication in the field, is continually striving 
to improve the scientific prominence of the Journal, whereas 
the Technical Safety Connnittee is concerned over the de- 
crease in articles relating to plant processing procedures. 
The Advertising Committee has debated at great length the 
problem o£ increasing our advertising revenue, without 
which we would be hard-pressed to maintain the Journal. 
While attempting to satisfy the scientific interests of our 
academic members, we must, at the same time, try to over- 
come the argmnents that the Journal does not contain suffi- 
cient material of a practical nature to be of value as an 
advertising medium. 

I t  is not the purpose of this article to explore the basis 
of the dilemma in which we find ourselves, nor to hypothe- 
size on the reasons for the apparent decrease in industrial 
publications. I f  industry seems to be leaning too heavily 
on the endeavors of others by relying on academic and 
government laboratories to provide the necessary back- 
ground of fundamental knowledge so vitally important to 
continued technological progress, it must be realized that 
this is not a one-way street. Industry must provide some 
feed-back as well as more adequate support for the institu- 
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tions which are the source of the basic scientific information 
and the technically trained workers that assure the industry 
as a whole of technological and financial benefit. Each mem- 
ber of the Society must accept a share of the responsibility. 

C. W. HOEI~I~, 
~[ember, Governing Board. 
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Meetings 

A.O.C.S. National Meetings 
1962--New Orleans, Roosevelt Hotel, May 7-9 

Toronto, Royal York Hotel, October 2-4 
1963--Atlanta, Atlanta Bilhnore Hotel, April 22-24 

Minneapolis, Radisson Hotel, September 30-Octo- 
ber 2 

196~-New Orleans. Roosevelt Hotel, April 27-29 
Chicago, October 12-14 

1965--Houston. Shamrock-Hilton Hotel, April 25-28 
Cincinnati, October 11-13 

1966--Los Angeles, Statler Hilton Hotel, April 24-27 
Philadelphia, Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, October 4-6 

1967--New Orleans 
Chicago 

A.O.C.S. Section Meetings 
Northeast - -June 5, at Whyte 's  Restaurant, 145 Fulton 

Street, New York. On April 3, 1962, Newark, N. J. 
North Central--March 28, May 23, at the Builders' Club, 

Chicago, 6:30 p.m. 
Northern California--At a selected place. 
Southwest--March 8, and ~iay I0, at Roger Young Audi- 

torium, Los Angeles, 6:30 p.m. 

A.O.C.S. Short Course, 1962 
July 9-11--Developments in Fa t  Chemistry, Lehigh Uni- 

versity, Bethlehem, Pc. 

Other  Organizations,  1962 
March 9-10--Tenth Annual Food Technology Short 

Course, Columbia, ~o .  
April 9 -13- -VI  Congress of the International Society for 

Fat  Research, London, England 
May 10-12~-International Symposium on Food Protec- 

tion, Department of Dairy and Food Industry,  Iowa 
State University, Ames, Iowa 

June 10-14--Twenty-second Annual ~[eeting of the Insti- 
tute of Food Technologists, Fontainebleau Hotel, 
Eden Roc Hotel, Miami Beach, Fla. 

June 18-21--The Agricultural Institute of Canad% 42rid 
Annual Conference, Ottawa, Canada 

Sept. 8 -16~F i f t h  International Food Congress and Ex- 
position, New York Coliseum. For  information 
write James Muekell, Secretary, 527 Madison Ave- 
nue, New York 22, N. Y. 

Sept. 18-21--Firs t  International Congress of Food Sci- 
ence and Technology, Imperial College of Science 
and Technology, London, England. Address: Fran- 
cis J. Griffith, 14 Belgrave Square, London, S.W. 1, 
England 

Oct. 15-17--International Congress on Plastics and Prob- 
lems of Choice, Amsterdanl 
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